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[Don Luis de Guzman and Alonso de Tapia2 to the
Crown, Cartagena, June i, 1586]
(p. 0                                       t
Catholic Royal Majesty
Your Majesty will have learned of the fall of this city and loss of
the galleys from a letter3 which Governor Pedro Fernandez de Busto
sent by the advice-boat that anchored four leagues from this port,
the English fleet being in possession of the harbour. Lest it fall into
the enemy's hands he sent this vessel without informing us of its
departure. In case that advice-boat may have run into danger, and
because it is so important to inform Your Majesty as soon as possible
that Your Majesty may take measures for the good of the royal
service, this vessel is despatched, Bias Gonzalez4 master. And from
the fully detailed relation which we send herewith Your Majesty
will learn what happened from the receipt of the first warning con-
cerning this corsair's approach and design, and what measures of
preparedness and defence the governor and Don Pedro Vique,
commander of the galleys, took before and after the news of the fall
of Santo Domingo reached here. It all seems a scourge and chastise-
ment which Our Lord was pleased to visit upon us on account of our
sins, because in burning and looting it the English left this city so
completely destroyed and desolate that its present condition merits
the deepest pity.
For reasons which he will have explained to Your Majesty the
governor deemed it to be for the good of the royal service to ransom
the city and not to permit it all to be burned and levelled to the
ground, as the enemy had begun to destroy it and would have con-
tinued, leaving not a stone upon a stone. Out of such destruction
very grave detriment would have ensued in the loss of revenues and
customs dues which here accrue to Your Majesty and also of debts
owing, according to Your Majesty's account books, by burghers and
persons dwelling here, and, further, in respect to Your Majesty's
armadas and fleets which, except for this port, have no safe haven on
1 A. de /., 72-5-1, Santa F6 72. I pliego, original.
1 The royal officials, treasurer and accountant, at Cartagena.
8 Not seen, but repeated in Document No. 29.            * Gf. Document No. 55 post.